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M.Eng.  Course Master’s in Computing & Software 

M.Sc.  Thesis Master’s in Computer Science 

M.A.Sc.  Thesis Master’s in Software Engineering 

Ph.D.  Doctor of Philosophy in Computer Science 

Ph.D.  Doctor of Philosophy in Software Engineering 

Other Degrees Affiliated with CAS: 

M.Sc. in eHealth 

M.Sc., M.A.Sc., M. Eng., and Ph.D. in Computational 

Science and Engineering 

 

 

 

 

The Department of Computing and Software (CAS), 

located in the Faculty of Engineering, offers a broad 

program of graduate studies in Computer Science 

and Software Engineering. Our department is the 

hub where computing and engineering meet. 

Information technology is an area with continuing 

growth and excellent employment opportunities. 

With over 130 graduate students and 25 faculty 

members with a wide range of research interests, the 

Department provides a diverse, stimulating and vivid 

environment to our students. The Faculty of 

Engineering at McMaster is one of the most 

research-intensive engineering faculties in Canada. 

 

Computing and Software 
Department of 
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• McMaster University is one of the top 100 
universities in the world and is ranked fourth among 
Canadian universities according to the ARWU and 
THE university rankings. 

• McMaster has been recognized as the most research-
intensive university in Canada for the last three years. 

• Home of the famous Bertrand Russell Archives, 
McMaster's 121-hectare  campus is adjacent to the 
Royal Botanical Gardens and surrounds a  core of 
1930-era collegiate gothic buildings. 

• Hamilton is home to more than 100 waterfalls – all 
within minutes from the downtown core. 

• Ideally located, Hamilton is situated in the middle of 
Canada's Golden Horseshoe, between Toronto and 
Niagara Falls. 

• Hamilton offers a multitude of experiences including 
local farmers' markets, a rich art culture, hiking areas 
in Ontario's Greenbelt and award-winning 
restaurants. 

 

 

Frequently Asked Questions 

About Graduate Studies 

Degrees We Offer 



Q: What level of financial support do graduate 

students receive? 

Degree Funding/Year Expected 
Duration 

M.Eng. N/A 12-18 Months 

M.Sc./M.A.Sc. $14,000+* 20 Months 

Ph.D. (CS/SE) $20,000+* 48 Months 

 

Q: What are the admission criteria for the CAS 

graduate programs? 

M.Eng. A bachelor degree in CS or SE or 
equivalent with B- average. 

M.Sc. A bachelor degree in CS or 
equivalent with a B+ average. 

M.A.Sc. A bachelor degree in SE or 
equivalent with a B+ average. 

Ph.D. in CS A master's degree in CS or 
equivalent. 

Ph.D. in SE A master's degree in SE or 
equivalent 

 

 

 

 

Q: What is the difference between Computer 

Science (CS) and Software Engineering (SE)? 

A: Computer science is the general study of the 

theory and practice of computing. Software 

engineering is the disciplined development of 

software in accordance with engineering 

principles. There is a large overlap between these 

two fields with respect to both of study and 

employment. 

Q: What is the admission timeline? 

A: The deadline for international applicants is 

March 30, and for domestic students it is June 30. 

Successful applicants are expected to begin 

September of the same year. 

Q: Does a graduate student require a 

supervisor? 

 

A: Yes, every graduate student must have a 

supervisor who directs the student's study. It is 

possible to be co-supervised by two or more 

faculty members. 

Q: What is a supervisory committee? 

A: The supervisory committee of a graduate student is a 

group of faculty members who monitor the student 

progress, determine the appropriateness of the proposed 

research, recommend additional course work if needed, 

and approve the final version of the thesis for submission.  

A formal supervisory committee is required for all M.A.Sc., 

M.Sc, and Ph.D. students. 
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(*Funding in 2018/19 after payment of tuition and fees) 


