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Education

Prevention

Process cases of academic dishonesty according to the 
Academic Integrity Policy using procedural fairness 
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Academic Integrity Policy

 “The University states unequivocally that it demands 
scholarly integrity from all its members.  Academic 
dishonesty, in whatever form, is ultimately destructive to 
the values of the University; furthermore, it is unfair and 
discouraging to those students who pursue their studies 
honestly.”
Academic Integrity Policy, McMaster University, 2025, Page 1. 



 “Academic dishonesty is to knowingly act or fail to act in a 
way that results or could result in unearned academic 
credit or advantage”

          Academic Integrity Policy, McMaster University, 2025, Page 7 .
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Academic Integrity Policy
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 Plagiarism
 Inappropriate Collaboration
 Cheating on Test/Exam (copy/use unauthorized aids)
 Submitting the same academic work
 Submitted academic work that is purchased/acquired
 Aid or abet another student’s academic dishonesty
 Procure/distribute/receive aids in tests, exams or labs
 Remove academic work
 Steal, destroy or tamper with another student’s academic work
 Prevent another student from completing academic work
 Fail to protect academic work
 Misrepresent academic credentials
 Submit false information/medical documentation
 Forge, alter or fabrication University documents or official documents
 Impersonate another student
 False signature
 Commit research misconduct
 Contract cheating, outsourcing student work to third parties
 Inappropriate use of generative artificial intelligence

Academic Integrity Policy: Offences





 Encourage conversations about academic integrity in your 
courses at the beginning of the term and at strategic 
points throughout the term
 Include information about Academic Integrity in your 

course syllabus
 Incorporate prevention techniques into your course and 

assessment design

The Campaign for McMaster University
The Campaign for McMaster University

Proactive Approach to Integrity



 Grades, grades, grades
 Seeing others cheat
 Motivation is the grade as opposed to learning
 Stress
 Poor time management

* Gregory J Cizek, Cheating on Tests: How to Do It, Detect It and Prevent It (1999)
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Why Do Students Cheat?



 Assign specific research topics and change them 
frequently (i.e. each term)
 Do not permit last minute changes of topics for 

assignments
 Use Turnitin.com for written assignments and advertise its 

use in your course syllabus
 Divide large assignments into multiple marked sections or 

milestones
 Require drafts to be submitted for any final 

papers/assignments
 Use a consistent style of marking papers/assignments so 

that if a student alters your grading you will notice
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How to Prevent: Plagiarism



 Inform students about the default expectation
 “unless otherwise specified in the assignment instructions all 

academic work in this course is to be completed individually”
 Educate students about what constitutes inappropriate 

collaboration
 Be very clear about what level of collaboration you will 

accept in assignment instructions
 Make small changes to assignments each term/year
 Consider building ‘in-class’ assignments to be completed 

and handed in by the end of a tutorial/lab/class.
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How to Prevent: Inappropriate Collaboration



 Book an appropriate room for a test
 Personal belongings under chair or at front of room (including 

cell phones)
 Robust test bank
 Randomized assigned seating plan and students sign in on the 

seating plan
 Place TAs/invigilators in different places throughout the room, 

and have them circulate around a designated area frequently
 When marking draw a line through blank spaces and use a 

distinct pen colour
 Utilize the features available via D2L.
 Watch for posted questions
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How to Prevent: Cheating on Tests/Exams



Contract 
Cheating

• Chegg.com, Course Hero, etc
• Social media, discord
• Ghost writer

Awareness

• Assessments (mix assignment 
question style, randomized test 
questions, scaffold 
progress/multiple drafts)

• Voice expectations and 
throughout term

• Follow through on AI charges

Prevention







Guidelines on the Use of Generative AI

Generative Artificial Intelligence - Academic Excellence 
- Office of the Provost

(https://provost.mcmaster.ca/generative-artificial-
intelligence-2/)
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Office of Academic Integrity
Gilmour Hall, 231

Academic Integrity Specialist
Dr. Suneth Wijeratne

acinteg@mcmaster.ca

https://integrity.mcmaster.ca/

mailto:acinteg@mcmaster.ca
https://integrity.mcmaster.ca/research-integrity-the-responsible-conduct-of-research/
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