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Final year road map to success

We understand that your final year is a pivotal time; shaped by your experiences, ambitions, and the path
you've carved so far. Whether you're preparing for interviews, leading initiatives, or refining your goals, this
roadmap is here to support you. Use it to reflect on your journey, highlight your strengths, and take
purposeful steps toward launching your career,

ONE MEANINGFUL ACTION AT A TIME!




REFLECT & REFOCUS

Who am | now, and where am | headed?

* Update your career goals based on your co-op, research, or
extracurricular experiences.

Labour market research: explore the job market in your preferred
industries and attend the Centre’s workshops on labour market
research in the Fall and Winter terms.

Reflect on your growth:
o What skills have you developed?
o What feedback have you received?
o Book a “Reflect on your experiences” appointment with your
Career Educator on OSCARplus.

Write a personal mission statement to guide your decisions this
year.

Book an appointment on OSCARplus here: >

2 REFLECT & REFOCUS

Make your application materials shine.
e Update your resume & LinkedIn profile to reflect your final year

achievements.

e Craft a compelling cover letter tailored to your preferred roles.

Connect with the team ©

Practice your interview skills with a Career Educator or
through mock interview platforms.

Connect with the Fireball Academy @
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Use Fireball Academy for resume and cover letter tips,
interview strategies, and networking advice.

e r—

e

-

=

glale]

=]

McMaster

University Eﬁ


https://www.eng.mcmaster.ca/co-op-career-experience/our-team/
https://www.eng.mcmaster.ca/fireball-academy/students/
https://www.oscarplusmcmaster.ca/home.htm
https://www.oscarplusmcmaster.ca/home.htm
https://www.oscarplusmcmaster.ca/home.htm
https://www.eng.mcmaster.ca/co-op-career-experience/our-team/
https://www.eng.mcmaster.ca/fireball-academy/students/

g LAUNCH YOUR CAREER

Take action toward your next chapter.

Apply for full-time roles or graduate programs early in the year.
o Check out Mac Eng graduate admissions here.

Prepare for technical interviews and case studies if applicable.

Explore research or entrepreneurship if you're considering grad
school or startups.

B NETWORK & CONNECT Check out the Student Success Centre resources including Alumni
Career Services

Build relationships that open doors.

BONUS: STAND OUT & STAY BALANCED

e Attend career fairs, employer info sessions, and industry nights.

e Reach out to alumni on LinkedIn for informational interviews. Go beyond the basics to thrive.

 Prioritize wellness: Final year can be intense; use campus resources

e Join MacConnect to expand your professional network and help
to stay balanced.

cultivate a culture of giving back to your McMaster community.

« Engage with your #FireballFamily community on the Mac Eng . Consider.leqd.e.rship roles with clubs, student teams, and/or
Alumni LinkedIn page and subscribe to the Mac Eng Alumni community initiatives.
Linkedin Newsletter.

e Document your achievements: Keep a portfolio of projects,

e Connect with professors and mentors for references and guidance. presentations, and awards.
* Engage with your Career Educator for personalized job search * Explore the Student Success Centre website to check out the career
strategies. resources and supports they have to offer.
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https://macconnect.mcmaster.ca/
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/mcmaster-engineering-alumni/?viewAsMember=true
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/mcmaster-engineering-alumni/?viewAsMember=true
https://www.linkedin.com/build-relation/newsletter-follow?entityUrn=7240013673224683520
https://www.linkedin.com/build-relation/newsletter-follow?entityUrn=7240013673224683520
https://www.linkedin.com/build-relation/newsletter-follow?entityUrn=7240013673224683520
https://www.eng.mcmaster.ca/co-op-career-experience/our-team/
https://studentsuccess.mcmaster.ca/careers/
https://www.eng.mcmaster.ca/future-students/future-graduate-students/
https://alumnicareerservices.mcmaster.ca/
https://alumnicareerservices.mcmaster.ca/
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WE'RE HERE TO SUPPORT YOU
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Meet with us: Book an appointment on OSCARplus
Explore Resources at Fireball Academy

Join the Discord Server

Read the Centre’s Career Chronicles newsletter: Stay updated on opportunities.


https://www.oscarplusmcmaster.ca/
https://www.eng.mcmaster.ca/fireball-academy/students/
https://discord.com/invite/Y7tATvnkzy

